New Tools Needed for War on Crime,

By HENRY C. MacARTHUR

SACRAMENTO — (CNS) —
In all the constructive pro-
grams offered by Governor
Ronald Reagan for the better-
ment of California during his
term of office as chief execu-
tive, his suggestions to the
state legislature for the im-
provement of criminal justice
stands out as one which may
have the most impact on the
lives of the citizenry.

Terming crime as Califor-
nia's most important internal
problem, Reagan pointed out
that statistics over the past 10
years show a continuing in-
crease, which will extend into
the foreseeable future without

steps being taken for crime
prevention.

In fact, in California, the
crime rate has grown a full 17
per cent in a year's period, and
is almost twice as much as the
national average. Solutions
continue to decline.

“All this is especially impor-
tant,’’ the governor says,
“when one takes into account
that only a very minor portion
of all crimes are reported to
the police.”

Any successful attack in the
war on crime, he says, must
come from a multi-disciplined
approach, and victory will be
achieved only a co-or-
dinated attack by all agencies

Your Right to Know
Is the Key to All Your Liberties

Comment and Opinion

C-2 PRESS-HERALD

One Out of 4,000

Somae 4,000 bills have been placed into the hop-
per for consideration by the state’s assembly and
senate during the current legislative session.

One of those bills—the only one—for tax reform
has drawn more criticism in a week than all other
3,999 combined.

Gov. Ronald Reagan, reacting to what Dr. Jack
P. Crowther, superintendent of Los Angeles City
Schools, called a “mandate of the people” (for tax
reform), has introduced legislation which would pro-
vide exactly that.

While other legislators are concerned about bills
making it unlawful for a drunk mental patient to
possess firearms and exempting unsold wine from
inheritance and gift taxes, the governor stepped for-
ward with a bold new program only to run into his
perpetual critic, Democrat Jesse M. Unruh of Ingle-
wood.

Unruh, traditionally, was quick to criticize—
and likewise, traditionally, didn’t offer a “better
idea.” Nor did any other of his statewide counter-
parts,

The people of this state have waited patiently
for their representatives in government to come up
with new tax reform plans, And they have waited—
and waited and waited.

Meanwhile, school officials have joined the vot-
ers in calling for tax reforms to relieve their financial
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of government, supported and
assisted by all concerned citi-
zens.

New laws, he explained, are
Y, to fix resp ility

improve the state’s resporsi-
bility to protect the public safe-
ty. The governor points out
that about a third of all Ameri-

“We in California have great
reason for concern,” he said.
But the crime increase can-
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crisis.

Homeowners, who face mounting property tax
bills annually, have lived in “financial crisis” situa-
tions for years.

not be halted by the mere pas-

Fluoridation’s Backers,

deviant sexual interests can be
prosecuted.

He would also permit law en-
forcement agencies to use
modern methods of surveil-
lance through communications
services,

“Organized crime,” he
states, uses the best and most
modern scientific devices to
rob, cheat and destroy. Vice
operations including narcotics
traffic, make widespread use
of communications service.
With proper safeguards, there
is no sound reason why law en-
forcement should not be able to
utilize modern technological
advances in waging war
against crime.”

The governor would restore
to cities and counties the abili-
ty to enact ordinances relating
to local problems, without fear
in the courts of state pre-em-
ption.

Reagan proposed tougher
control of the use of firearms
during commission of crimes,
withholding probation in such
instances, thus strengthening
penalties for use of
weapons without interfering
with legitimate use of fire-
arms.

Further, he contemplates
strengthening of the laws con-
cerning riot control through
permitting action by law en-
forcement authorities and

Eeagan Says

prosecutors against rioters
without the necessity of prov-
ing “specific intent” as is now
required.

Halt of the flow of narcotics
into California, insofar as pos-
sible, will be requested of the
federal government, plus a
public education campaign
against drugs.

Rehabilitation program en-
hancement is being sought as
one means of crime reduction,
and special emphasis is being
put on this subject.

All-in-all, Governor Reagan's
requests for a concentrated at-
tack on crime represents an
outstanding effort to make Cal-
ifornia a safe place to live.
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We believe that before Assemblyman Unruh be-
gins to attack an attempt to satisfy the wishes of
this state, he should come up with a workable plan
to offer in return.

Unruh was the foremost critic of County Asses-
sor Philip Watson's Proposition 9 last year which
would have provided sufficient property tax relief
and perhaps would have made voters a little more
receptive to school bond and tax override issues this
year.
Instead, Unruh, in floundering haste, authored
Proposition 1A, a haphazard tax relief attempt and
offered $70 a vote in the form of tax refunds to get
it passed.

The only real relief provided in Proposition 1A
was for the legislators as it got them off the hook
for another year in finding new, reasonable methods
of taxation.

But now Governor Reagan has placed the prob-
lem back where it belongs and already clouds of fear
are hanging low over the capitol building, The major
weapon is criticism.

Unruh says the governor's plan “declares war
on the middle class” and talks of the man making
$15,000 per year — which shows he's a little bit out
of touch right there.
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By RALPH C. DILLS
Senator, 32nd District

An issue which has always
ranked high in controversy is
about to be revived in the Cali-
fornia legislature. The subject
is fluoridation of domestic wa-
ter supplies, and it is anything
but new to lawmakers.

One of my colleagues has an-
nounced he will introduce leg-
islation which would provide
fluoridated water to all Califor-
nians. The bill instructs the
state department of public
health to mandate that appro-
priate levels of fluoridation be
contained in all California do-
mestic water supplies.
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But, the lu!gor quickly adds,
the measure would also pro-
vide for a petition effort by
voters of a given water service

area to oppose the fluoridation
mandate and call for a special
election to decide on the ques-
tion. A negative vote by a ma-
Jority of the voters would res-
cind the mandate.

Proponents of fluoridation
cite the heavy costs involved
when waters are not fluor-
idated. The bill's author quotes
a state department of public
health survey which estimates
the annual “cost avoidance” in
dental care that would result
from the correction of fluoride-
deficient water supplies with
200 connections or more
throughout California begin-
ning in 1970.
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Supporters o? the fluoridation
plan say that in 30 years' time
the estimated accrued savings
to California taxpayers and

FROM THE MAILBOX

But the middle class of this state has long been
defeated by unequitable taxation,

We almost expect Unruh to come up with a
“Proposition 2A" this time offering perhaps $75 in-
stead of $70 (inflationary times) in refunds in order
to gain sufficient votes to counteract an honest at-
tempt to pull the homeowner out of a “poverty tax
bracket.”

The homeowner has too long been the taxation
fall guy in this state and now he deserves a break—
even from Unruh.

Other Opinions

If the government doesn't watch out it's liable to
price itself right out of the postal business. Before
long it will be cheaper for business firms, in some
instances, to use the telephone. And the rising postal
rates very likely will result in the general public cor-
responding less with friends and relatives.—Ocala
(Fla.) Star-Banner,
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The proper place to start curbing is not in the
electrie chair, but in the high chair.—Sequim (Wash.)
Press,

plane being hi-jacked. This
will be a simple situation.

I have been very upset to
hear that planes have been hi-
Jacked. By my opinion, you
will need approximately three
guards at the pilot entrance.
Why? Because the person
which hi-jacks the plane will
first of all immediately want to
reach the pilot entrance,

To be a little tricky, you may
also have about five guards
(not dressed in orms)
where the passengers are
seated, and if that doesn't
work, try your guards check-
ing the passengers closely as
they enter the door.

I hope my idea will work and
good luck.

P.S. 1 am 13 years old.

RUBY PATRICIA TAYLOR

Compton

Lass Has Plan
For Hi-Jacker

To the Editor:

My name is Ruby Patricla
Taylor. 1 have written you and
I have decided a way to stop a

To the Editor:

With the Heart Assoclation's
fund-raising campaign over,
we are realizing how much
support and dedication we
have received from your read-
ers in helping us collect dona-
tions for the Heart Cause,

Without the help of those
groups and volunteers who
went door-to-door on Heart
Sunday weekend during Febru-
ary . .. or the un-named vol-
unteers who spent countless
hours sending out Heart contri-
bution appeals, our hearts
would not be as grateful as
they are now.

Repeating ourselves, we of
the Los Angeles County Heart
Assoclation’s Southwestern
Branch are grateful “from the
bottom of our hearts” for the
support given to us by your
readers.

JOHN D, BURROUGHS, M.D.
Chairman Southwestern
Branch

ruined city reading “Eat,
drink, and be merry — to-
morrow you may have to go
to Oakland.” Cocky was cer-
tainly the word for the then

Report from Our Man
in San Francisco
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As the pall still hung over
the hills, these people vowed
to build a bigger, finer city,
and perhaps they did. The
phoenix bird, rising out of
ashes, became the symbol,
and the buildings began to
grow again, with remarkable
speed (only nine years later,
San Francisco charmed the
world afresh with a glittering
International But
even then the doubts were

and ambitions enabled these

build so grandly and so well?
Even the oldtimers who

like a party was going on all
the time.” Trying to make
amends: “Of course the city
is better today. Much bigger
and richer” — and then the
voice falters, the eyes look
into the distance to whatever
it was in the City That Was...

citizens would approach $12 posted signs  all

billion.

The savings quoted by the
public health report include the
cost of both private dental care
and tax-supported services to

decay. It is pointed out that de-
cayed teeth account for over 50
per cent of the total current
costs of dental services.

On the other hand, say those
In favor of fluoridation, the
cost involved in total capital
and operating costs for a fluo-
ridation program breaks down

Statewide fluoridation legls-
lation has been enacted in Con-
necticut, Delaware, [Illinois,
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Egg Producers Panic at

Thought of New Surplus

By MILTON MOSKOWITZ
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